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Finally, we're launching the American
Technology Honor Society to harness the
high-tech skills of exceptional students so
they can help to expand their own school’s
use of technology. We have to remember that
people born in the information age are more
comfortable with it than people like me, who
weren't. [Laughter]

The American Technology Honor Society
will be rooted in the National Honor Society,
and it will be run by the National Association
of Secondary School Principals. Commu-
nities, businesses, and governments; parents,
teachers, and students—this could be the
largest merger in history, with no questions
from the Justice Department. [Laughter]
Certainly it will be the most important part-
nership for the future in the United States
today, working together to put a computer
in every classroom and a computer whiz at
every desk.

Every child in America deserves the
chance to get the high-tech know-how to
unlock the promises of the 21st century—
every child in America. And thanks to the
statesmanship and vision of the people who
are here with me today and many like them
all around America, we are going to forge
a partnership to do just that.

Thank you very much.

NoTe: The President spoke at 9:28 a.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House.
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President and Mrs. Zedillo, members of
the Mexican delegation, distinguished guests.
On behalf of the American people, it is my
honor to welcome you to the United States
as our neighbors, our partners, and our
friends.

I know | speak for all Americans when |
send my condolences to the victims of yester-
day’s terrible earthquake in western Mexico
and to their families. Our thoughts and pray-
ers are with all the people of your nation
as the relief effort gets underway.

Mr. President, the bonds between our na-
tions have never been stronger or more im-
portant. Over the last decade and with re-
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newed vitality since you took office, Mexico
has embarked upon a course of political and
economic transformation. Openness and par-
ticipation are the watchwords of the future
as the people of your great nation take con-
trol of shaping their destiny.

Mexico’s triumph in this epic endeavor will
be America’s triumph as well. A prosperous
Mexico will be an even greater partner in
trade, and this means more high-paying jobs
for citizens in both our nations. A strong,
democratic Mexico will be an even more ef-
fective partner in the struggle against drugs
and crime and pollution.

President Zedillo, the American people are
proud to support your efforts. We know we
share a stake in your success. That is why,
when Mexico fell into financial crisis, the
United States answered with action, not only
for the sake of the Mexican people but also
for the sake of thousands of Americans whose
jobs depend upon Mexico’s well-being.

We saw the threat of economic dislocation
all along our 2,000-mile border, and we rec-
ognized that trouble next door would spread
to other markets all around the world. The
United States, with bipartisan backing, as-
sembled a package of international support
to help lift the Mexican economy back on
track. And you, President Zedillo, rose to
your daunting challenge with courage and
determination. You implemented hard meas-
ures to stabilize the economy, while holding
to the road of reform. You knew that the
costs of your action were high but the costs
of inaction were far greater. You recognized
your truly historic responsibilities, and you
met them.

We overcame tough challenges by making
tough decisions and by standing together and
standing firm for the long-term best interests
of both our nations. Mexico’s early repay-
ment of $700 million serves proof that our
actions were proper and that they will be re-
warded. The Mexican economy has turned
the corner, and the markets have taken no-
tice.

The North American Free Trade Agree-
ment helped to speed the recovery of inter-
national confidence. Even during the finan-
cial crisis, Mexico kept its NAFTA commit-
ments, lowering its tariffs on American prod-
ucts. Today, despite the economic downturn,
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our exports to Mexico exceed their pre-
NAFTA levels. And as Mexico’s economy re-
gains its strength, not only will your people
benefit but so, too, will tens of thousands of
Americans whose well-being also advances
when Mexico prospers.

Mr. President, the United States applauds
your grace under pressure, your vision for
your people, and your unflinching resolve.
You have coupled far-reaching economic re-
form with unprecedented progress for de-
mocracy, throwing open the doors of political
participation and welcoming every Mexican
inside.

We salute the Mexican people for their ex-
traordinary perseverance. They have borne
tremendous hardship to build a stronger,
more prosperous nation. We support your
goal of an open, dynamic, and democratic
Mexico, an inspiration for the region and the
entire world.

President and Mrs. Zedillo, we’re glad to
have you with us again. Welcome to the
White House. Welcome back to the United
States.

NoTe: The President spoke at 10:19 a.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Anilda Patricia Zedillo, wife of
President Zedillo.

Remarks Prior to Discussions With
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Mexican Financial Recovery

President Clinton. Let me say again how
very pleased | am to have President Zedillo
here and to congratulate him on his strong,
determined leadership during this period of
economic difficulty for Mexico. Inflation is
down, the peso is stable, the stock market
is stabilized, and interest rates have been cut
in half. I think Mexico has clearly turned the
corner, thanks to his leadership.

I also would point out that he has contin-
ued to implement the NAFTA agreement
and to lower tariffs on American products
during this difficult time, and he deserves a
lot of credit for that. As a result of that, our
exports to Mexico are now above where they
were before NAFTA was passed, even
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though Mexico is going through this difficult
time.

So | have nothing but the highest com-
pliments for the way Mexico has handled this
difficult period, and | think it's due to the
leadership of the President and his team who
are here. And | am delighted to have this
chance to visit with him.

President Zedillo. | also want to con-
gratulate you for the international leadership
that you have shown regarding the Mexican
situation. | think that your decisive, effective
action avoided a major crisis in the inter-
national financial system and a much higher
cost for many other countries, perhaps in-
cluding your own country. You have proven
to have a vision, courage, perseverance. And
the Mexican people recognize you for that.

President Clinton. Thank you very much.

Antiterrorism Legislation

Q. Mr. President, earlier you mentioned
the derailment of the train. And after you
spoke to us, your Press Secretary talked
about the unhappiness within the administra-
tion about Congress’ failure to pass the ter-
rorism bill. 1 wondered if you could give us
your thoughts on that and whether you think
there’s any legitimacy in what some Mem-
bers are saying, that is, the FBI behavior at
Waco and Government behavior at Ruby
Ridge have made people a little bit leery
about passing that kind of legislation.

President Clinton. First of all, what we
asked for in the antiterrorism bill would not
make more likely any kind of actual or al-
leged abuse of police authority. It would just
give us the ability to deal with terrorism.

Secondly, | have been very eager to be
accountable and to see this administration ac-
countable and to see Government generally
accountable for the mistakes that are made
in the past, whether it was on—whether
someone believes we did something wrong
at Waco—we've had an independent review
of that—or on the Ruby Ridge thing which
happened before | became President, or
what we’ve done with the announcement we
made on the radiation experiments which
happened a long time before | became Presi-
dent.

So | think the answer is: Give us the tools
we need to fight the problems of today and



